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Ms. CLARKE of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today on behalf of the
American people to express my support
for the maintenance of effort of the ro-
bust housing provisions of the Build
Back Better Act that is before us as a
body.

I would like to thank the chair-
woman of the Financial Services Com-
mittee, a champion for all of us in the
United States of America, but particu-
larly for the poor and disenfranchised.

I rise on behalf of all our American
families who are directly impacted by
our affordable housing crisis, and I rise
today, Mr. Speaker, because despite
the proposed solutions Democrats
fought to secure in the bill to address
our housing crisis head-on, they are at
risk of being eliminated, negotiated
away from the revised package.

The housing crisis in America is real
and growing exponentially each and
every month. Housing insecurity is
very real in the lives of far too many
American families.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today on behalf of
my constituents in central and south
Brooklyn who continue to struggle due
to the lack of affordable housing and
for whom overdevelopment of market-
rate units has created a gentrification
juggernaut that has swollen the ranks
of the homeless in New York City and
across this Nation, working families
stuck who can’t afford to stay in their
apartments but can’t afford to leave
their towns.

The effects of gentrification and
COVID-19 have truly compounded this
crisis, causing many to be evicted from
their homes and experiencing home-
lessness at a rate we have never seen,
all due to the lack of real and sus-
tained investment in affordable hous-
ing.

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I believe
our time has been exhausted. I yield
back the balance of my time.

————

BUILD BACK BETTER ACT WILL
PERMANENTLY CHANGE AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
GROTHMAN) for 30 minutes.

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, 1
would like to spend some time address-
ing the Chair and America on the
American Rescue Plan or, actually, on
the Build Back Better Act, which is
kind of a follow-up on the American
Rescue Plan.

We know the result of that original
big-spending, government-printing act
was a big increase in inflation in the
United States, apparent to one and all.
This is a follow-up bill to that, which
will further require the Federal Re-
serve to print more money, driving up
the cost of gas, of food, of housing ev-
erywhere we look.

But I am not going to address just
the cost of this bill tonight. I am going
to address the way I believe it will per-
manently change America and the vi-
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sion the Democratic Party apparently
has for America in the future.

In this bill, we are adding 87,000 IRS
agents. For quite a while, when I would
give talks about this bill, I would talk
about 8,700 because when my staff told
me it was 87,000, I felt I had to correct
them. Nobody would want to add 87,000
IRS agents. But I stand corrected. I
was wrong.

In this bill, we are adding 87,000 IRS
agents, enough to fill up a massive
American football stadium. Being from
Wisconsin, I think of Camp Randall
Stadium, where the University of Wis-
consin plays. I think of Lambeau Field,
where the Packers play. Somebody
wants to hire that many IRS agents.

It is not in the bill, but it is in con-
junction with a proposal I think the
Biden administration has, to monitor
every $600 transfer of funds. What type
of country would have this many IRS
agents and want to know if you spend
$600 on who knows what—giving to the
politically incorrect church; giving to
a politically incorrect nonprofit; giving
money to a fringe, eccentric sibling;
whatever.

It sounds like something more you
would think of in East Germany when
East Germany was around rather than
the United States. But that is appar-
ently the vision of the party that put
together the Build Back Better Act.

As was just mentioned in this bill, we
are adding money for more low-income
apartments. Now, that sounds good.
President Biden also recently increased
the food stamp allowance.

There is an author of mine that I sug-
gest Americans read by the name of
Theodore Dalrymple, an English au-
thor who was a doctor dealing both
with English prisons and English
slums.

He talked about the empty lives that
people who live what I will refer to as
the welfare lifestyle that England had.
He attributed that empty life to the
fact that in England—and maybe they
backed off this by now, but at least
England 15 years ago, no matter how
irresponsible you were, you always got
a free apartment; you always got free
food; and you always got free medical
care. In other words, there was no re-
sponsibility when you got up in the
morning to really accomplish anything
because you would always be able to
exist.

We are close to that right now, but I
am afraid the majority party wants to
go all the way there when I look at this
proposal. I hope the majority party
stops and thinks in addition to the
cost, more importantly, psycho-
logically what will it do to the people
of America if, when you graduate from
high school or don’t graduate from
high school, if you want to, particu-
larly if you have a child, you can live
a lifestyle in which you can be com-
pletely irresponsible. You will always
be able to eat and always be able to
have a nice air-conditioned, heated
apartment, which will probably have
more square feet per person than the
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average housing in Europe, much less
around the world.

This will, again, change America for
the worse. Psychologically, it will give
people nothing to live for. By the way,
since it is usually targeted at people
with children, it also will create a sad
situation we have already created in
this country in which men will have
less responsibility for taking care of
their children.

When you have no other responsibil-
ities in life, it can lead to, first, an
empty, depressed life; and, secondly, it
can lead to—what?—idle hands are the
Devil’s workshop.

There are other things in this bill
that will also change America. We are
aiming for universal 3- or 4-year-old
kindergarten, I guess you would call it.
As a sidelight, this bill says that the
people in these daycares, which is kind
of what they are, need a college degree.
That is a little bit of snobbery that we
should put an end to, the idea that if I
have a college degree, I am always bet-
ter off than somebody who doesn’t have
a college degree.

If you are applying for a job, we treat
the hardworking, intelligent, common-
sense person without a college degree
as being, for some reason, less worthy
of a higher paycheck than the lack of
commonsense person who may not
have a strong work ethic who does get
a college degree. That is just a
sidelight. A bad provision there.

But another provision about this that
is bad is you are taking the care of the
3- and 4-year-olds out of the parents
and giving it exclusively to the govern-
ment. Now, a given number of parents
may prefer it, but I think throughout
most of this country, the raising of the
children has been primarily the respon-
sibility of the family.

I know the Marxist element in the
other party does not want parents and,
in particular, fathers too involved in
their children’s upbringing. But I feel
this will again permanently change
America.

I should point out, if you look at the
studies, American schools sometimes
have bad test scores. But our test
scores are pretty good in the fourth
grade. In other words, our problem in
this country isn’t that the children are
doing poorly when the parents take
care of them. Those test scores for chil-
dren in American schools are falling in
middle school and high school. So the
problem is later on. It is not with the
3- and 4-year-olds when the parents
have responsibility.

I should also point out that we are, in
this bill, increasing Pell grants. Now,
there are two problems there. Pell
grants are grants going toward what
we will refer to as low-income people,
but they don’t go to middle-class peo-
ple.

I am already getting complaints in
my district from Pell grants in the
past as couples, married couples who
thought they were being responsible in
raising their children, they find out
their children might be going $30,000 or
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$40,000 in debt to get a college degree.
But if the parents hadn’t been working
or hadn’t been working as hard, those
parents’ children are eligible for free
college.

I know I am sure it always feels good
to give more away, but put yourself in
the place of the middle-class American
family that is working to raise their
child, a married couple, and you see
somebody else next door not working
very hard, and as a bonus, their chil-
dren get free college, where the respon-
sible middle-class kid winds up $30,000
or $40,000 in debt. Another example
here of complete unfairness and per-
verse incentives.

When I go back home, one of the
major concerns of businesses is they
can’t find anybody to work. Now, I
would hope everybody sometimes tours
their businesses and is familiar with
that. Obviously, hiring 87,000 new IRS
agents is going to take 87,000 people
away from the private sector.

But another interesting proposal in
this bill is we have a new expanded ci-
vilian conservation corps. In other
words, we are taking more people away
from the factories, the construction
sites, the retail outlets that they so
desperately need to hire them for the
government, make them dependent on
the government, but above all make
sure they are not available for the pri-
vate sector. Another big mistake.

I mentioned the Pell grants and the
fact that in a way they are a little bit
of an insult to the middle-class Kkids
who have to go further and further in
debt. But another interesting provision
about these Pell grants and another
way that they clearly want to change
America in this bill is you are eligible
for the Pell grants if you are here ille-
gally. This is not a mistake. I am not
making this up.

I am on both the Education and
Labor Committee and the Budget Com-
mittee, where we tried to take this pro-
vision out, and the Democrats on those
committees proudly defended the pro-
vision. They really believe that if you
come here, you are entitled to free col-
lege, whereas if you are a member of a
middle-class American working family,
your children should go $30,000 to
$50,000 in debt to get a college degree.
I mean, it is almost beyond belief, but
that is another one of the features of
this bill and one of the reasons why I
really hope it fails.

Another feature of this bill, be it nat-
ural gas or methane, is increasing
taxes, driving up the cost of energy in
the United States. The environmental-
ists in this country may be interested
to know that already the high cost of
energy in the United States, and even
more Europe, is causing more and more
foundries, and I assume other factories
as well, to go up in India, which is a
much, much, much bigger pollution
problem than the United States.

So when you drive up the cost of en-
ergy, which is so very important for
American factories in general and our
foundries in particular, what this bill
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would do is ship more American manu-
facturing jobs abroad and increase the
overall pollution in the United States
as we have energy production go from
the new, clean power plants in America
to the much dirtier power plants in
India, China, and from around the
world.

Other things in this bill that are a
little bit irritating: After much effort,
the Republicans, when they were in
charge, required Social Security num-
bers for the child tax credits. Why did
we require Social Security numbers?
To make sure people are not filling out
tax returns and getting tax refunds
they aren’t entitled to. I don’t know
why anybody would not want Social
Security numbers so we can check to
see if somebody says they have five
children, they really have five children
and get the money back.

For whatever motivation—I can’t
even imagine what the motivation
would be—in this bill the wonderful
Democratic Party is saying, no, you
don’t need Social Security numbers to
get refunds for your child tax credit,
which will not just increase a form of
welfare. This will increase a form of
welfare cheating. Why you would do
this, again I can’t imagine.
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One other provision in this bill, not a
fiscal provision, the Democrat Party is
trying to allow, I would say, 8 to 11
million people currently here illegally
to become legal.

First of all, you are rewarding people
who broke the law to come into this
country. And secondly, when you make
8 to 11 million people legal who were
previously illegal it is like putting a
sign on the United States, which the
drug cartels who are involved in all
this illegal immigration, will show
around the world: Come to the United
States. We are not enforcing our immi-
gration laws.

Perhaps the majority party is not
aware that already the drug gangs in
both Central America and Brazil are
taking out TV ads inviting people to
come into the United States.

Why do they do that? Because if
you’re in Central America, they may
charge you 5 to $7,000 to come here. In
Brazil they may charge you $10,000 to
come here. And because there is money
to be made for the drug gangs, they ad-
vertise, encouraging people to come
here.

Now, when we do something like, in
essence, legalize people who are al-
ready here illegally, don’t you think
the drug gangs are going to educate the
people in Central America as to what
we are doing? Of course they are.

So not only are you inviting people
or creating people who are illegal or
who were previously illegal, but, worse,
you are giving a green light to anybody
hanging out in other countries, now is
the time to come to America.

By the way, when I am down on the
border, another thing I hear is the co-
operation from the Mexican Govern-
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ment has been less and less over the 6
or 8 months as we try to control our
border, not only to keep illegal people
out but to keep the drugs out, as well.

Our Border Patrol notices a little
less cooperation from the Mexicans,
and I can see why. They believe they
are getting less cooperation because if
the United States itself doesn’t care
about its own border, why should Mexi-
can law enforcement risk their lives
protecting the border and protecting
the integrity of the border if the
United States itself doesn’t care?

So here we have another provision
which advertises the United States
doesn’t care about their immigration
laws. I am sure the Mexican Border Pa-
trol, the Mexican military is aware of
it, and what will they think of it? Why
should I risk my butt preventing peo-
ple from coming here if the United
States itself doesn’t care?

So, again, I encourage America to
wake up. We are permanently changing
the type of country that this is if this
bill passes as is.

So I encourage Americans to contact
their legislators. Please don’t pass this
bill.

Now, I will make two more brief com-
ments for the press corps, if they are
even paying attention to this.

Like all Congressmen, I frequently
get contacted on issues and asked
whether I can look into it. Of course,
agencies don’t like to respond to re-
quests from individual Congressmen,
particularly Congressmen in the mi-
nority, but I think the press corps,
which is so incredibly powerful, more
powerful than they imagine, can get
answers from bureaucratic agencies the
way perhaps Congressmen cannot. And
I am going to mention two requests
here.

I had requests from people of both
parties, both Republicans and Demo-
crats, as to what is in the videos when
we had the attacks on this building on
January 6. For whatever reason, those
videos have not been made public. Peo-
ple would like to know what was going
on. I would hope the press corps would
apply a little bit of pressure to the ap-
propriate authorities and make those
videos public. Because from what I can
tell, in my district both the on-the-ball
Republicans and the on-the-ball Demo-
crats wish we could see those videos.
And I think if the press applied a little
bit of pressure, we would see those vid-
€o0s.

The other thing I am hearing from
my constituents back home is they
wonder about the apparent use of
ivermectin in India. If you look at the
popular Worldometer website, they will
show a dramatic drop in fatalities in
India over the last few months, just a
shocking drop.

People claim it is from ivermectin. I
don’t know if it is true or not. But the
American news media ought to wake
up and cover the story and find out if
it is.
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If it is not from ivermectin, the
American public should know it be-
cause then they have been sold a bill of
goods.

If it is from ivermectin, the Amer-
ican public should know that because
maybe we have a way to greatly reduce
the number of fatalities.

So those are two requests that I have
of our sometimes slumbering press
corps.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

——————

ADJOURNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 11(b) of House Resolu-
tion 188, the House stands adjourned
until 9 a.m. tomorrow.

Thereupon (at 7 o’clock and 20 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Fri-
day, October 22, 2021, at 9 a.m.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-2483. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting a
six-month periodic report on the national
emergency with respect to significant mali-
cious cyber-enabled activities that was de-
clared in Executive Order 13694 of April 1,
2015, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public
Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50
U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c);
(91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.

EC-2484. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting a
six-month periodic report on the national
emergency with respect to Sudan that was
declared in Executive Order 13067 of Novem-
ber 3, 1997, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Pub-
lic Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and
50 U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec
204(c); (91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

EC-2485. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting a
six-month periodic report on the national
emergency with respect to South Sudan that
was declared in Executive Order 13664 of
April 3, 2014, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c);
Public Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257)
and 50 U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec
204(c); (91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

EC-2486. A letter from the Associate Gen-
eral Counsel for General Law, Department of
Homeland Security, transmitting a notifica-
tion of discontinuation of service in acting
role, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law
105-277, Sec. 151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to the
Committee on Oversight and Reform.

EC-2487. A letter from the Agency Rep-
resentative, United States Patent and Trade-
mark Office, Department of Commerce,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Electronic Submission of a Sequence List-
ing, a Large Table, or a Computer Program
Listing Appendix in Patent Applications
[Docket No.: PTO-P-2020-0032] (RIN: 0651-
AD48) received October 19, 2021, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

EC-2488. A letter from the Acting Chief
Privacy and Civil Liberties Officer, Office of
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the Deputy Attorney General, Department of
Justice, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Privacy Act of 1974; Implementation
[CPCLO Order No.: 009-2021] received Sep-
tember 24, 2021, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on the Judici-

ary.

EC-2489. A letter from the Federal High-
way Administrator and the Federal Transit
Administrtor, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the 24th edition of the
biennial ‘“Status of the Nation’s Highways,
Bridges and Transit: Conditions and Per-
formance’ Report to Congress, pursuant to
23 U.S.C. 167(h); Public Law 112-141, Sec.
1115(a) (as amended by Public Law 114-94,
Sec. 1116(a)); (129 Stat. 1353); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

EC-2490. A letter from the Board Members,
Railroad Retirement Board, transmitting
the 2021 annual report, pursuant to 45 U.S.C.
231f(b)(6); August 29, 1935, ch. 812, Sec. 7(b)(6)
(as amended by Public Law 97-35, Sec. 1122);
(95 Stat. 638); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

EC-2491. A letter from the Regulation De-
velopment Coordinator, Office of Regula-
tions Policy and Management, Office of Gen-
eral Counsel (00OREG), Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — VA Acquisition Regulation:
Definitions, Solicitation Provisions and Con-
tract Clauses, and Forms (RIN: 2900-AR30)
received October 8, 2021, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

EC-2492. A letter from the Regulation De-
velopment Coordinator, Office of Regulation
Policy and Management, Office of General
Counsel (00REG), Department of Veterans
Affairs, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — VA Acquisition Regulation: Competi-
tion Requirements (RIN: 2900-AQ21) received
October 8, 2021, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

EC-2493. A letter from the Regulations De-
velopment Coordinator, Office of Regulation
Policy and Management, Office of General
Counsel (00REG), Department of Veterans
Affairs, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — VA Acquisition Regulation: Sim-
plified Procedures for Health-Care Resources
(RIN: 2900-AQT78), pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

EC-2494. A letter from the Regulation De-
velopment Coordinator, Office of Regulation
Policy and Management, Office of General
Counsel (00REG), Department of Veterans
Affairs, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Schedule for Rating Disabilities: The
Cardiovascular System (RIN: 2900-AQ67) re-
ceived October 8, 2021, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

EC-2495. A letter from the Regulation De-
velopment Coordinator, Office of Regulation
Policy and Management, Office of the Gen-
eral Counsel (00OREG), Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — VA Acquisition Regulation:
Loan Guaranty and Vocational Rehabilita-
tion and Employment Programs (RIN: 2900-
AQT76) received October 8, 2021, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

EC-2496. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary for Legislative Affiars, Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, transmitting
three legislative proposals that, respec-
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tively, pertain to the Department of Home-
land Security (DHS) seal, the licensing of
DHS intellectual property, and reimbursed
assistance that DHS provides; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. TRONE (for himself, Mr.
FITZPATRICK, Ms. WILD, and Mr.
JOYCE of Pennsylvania):

H.R. 5654. A bill to authorize the Secretary
of Education to establish an Advisory Com-
mission on Serving and Supporting Students
with Mental Health Disabilities in Institu-
tions of Higher Education, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Education and
Labor.

By Mr. LATURNER (for himself, Ms.
DAvVIDS of Kansas, Mr. ESTES, and Mr.
MANN):

H.R. 5655. A Dbill to amend the Communica-
tions Act of 1934 to require providers of a
covered service to provide location informa-
tion concerning the telecommunications de-
vice of a user of such service to an investiga-
tive or law enforcement officer or an em-
ployee or other agent of a public safety an-
swering point in an emergency situation in-
volving risk of death or serious physical
harm or in order to respond to the user’s call
for emergency services; to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce, and in addition to
the Committee on the Judiciary, for a period
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. LATURNER (for himself, Mr.
SMITH of New Jersey, Mr. BANKS,
Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS, Mrs. HINSON,
Mr. MANN, Mr. ESTES, Ms. SALAZAR,
Mr. MOORE of Utah, Mrs. BICE of
Oklahoma, Mr. BARR, Mr. BABIN, Mr.
CAWTHORN, Mrs. LESKO, Mr. LAM-
BORN, Mr. LATTA, Ms. VAN DUYNE,
Mr. GooDp of Virginia, Ms. LETLOW,
Mr. MULLIN, Mr. HARRIS, Mr. DUNCAN,
Mr. ROSENDALE, Mr. JACKSON, Mr. C.
ScoTT FRANKLIN of Florida, Mr. WIL-
LIAMS of Texas, Mr. KUSTOFF, and
Mrs. MILLER of Illinois):

H.R. 5656. A bill to amend titles XVIII and
XIX of the Social Security Act to require
providers of services and health maintenance
organizations under the Medicare and Med-
icaid programs to provide for certain policies
to be in place relating to do-not-resuscitate
orders or similar physician’s orders for
unemancipated minors receiving services; to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce,
and in addition to the Committee on Ways
and Means, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. BLUMENAUER (for himself,
Mr. HARRIS, Ms. NORTON, Mrs. DIN-
GELL, Mr. COHEN, Mr. GRIFFITH, Ms.
LEE of California, and Mr. CASE):

H.R. 5657. A bill to amend the Controlled
Substances Act to make marijuana acces-
sible for use by qualified marijuana research-
ers for medical purposes, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, and in addition to the Committees on
the Judiciary, and the Budget, for a period
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.
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